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Status nf Appliratinn' 

The present office action is a non-final action in response to Applicants' Appeal 
Brief. Claims 1-28, 30-51 and 53-83 are pending, wherein claims 1-28, 30-46 and 51 are 
rejected, and claims 47-50 and 53-83 contain allowable subject matter. 



Topics for Discussion: 

1 . First, we would like to discuss the intended meaning of certain important claim 
language, particularly, the phrases "predefined behavior ** and "category criteria", which 
appears to be the basis for some confusion. 

2. We would like to discuss the rejection of claims 1, 2 and 51, more particularly, 
whether these claims are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) or 35 U.S.C. 103(a). Applicants 
are confused inasmuch as the discussion in paragraph 6 of the Office Action appears to 
indicate that claims 1 and 2 are rejected under "Section 103 of Title 35 of the United States 
Code" ; however, paragraph 9 of the Office Action clearly recites that claims 1 , 2 and 51 
are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). 
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3. We would like to discuss independent claims 1 and 51, more particularly, the 
meaning of certain claim features and the meaning of certain passages in Zarmer et al. 
which have been cited against these features. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Burns, Doane, Swecker & Mathis, l.L.P. 

By; CskJuMc 

Penny L. Caudle 
Registration No. P-46,607 

P.O. Box 1404 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1404 
(703) 836-6620 

Date: August 28, 2000 
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